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ACT Senior Secondary Certificate 
Skills Evaluation: English 

Instructions 

This skills evaluation will give us an indication of your reading and writing skills but more importantly it 
will be an opportunity to introduce yourself and your goals.    

Read all the stimulus material and attempt the first two sections.   
If you would like to study a tertiary entrance package, answer part three. 
Write your answers in full sentences and paragraphs. 

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” 
Henry David Thoreau 

risk 
more than others think is safe. 

care 
more than others think is wise. 

dream 
more than others think is practical. 

expect 
more than others think is possible. 

-cadet maxim

“I have spread my dreams beneath your feet. Tread softly because you tread on my dreams.” 
W.B. Yeats 

If you have any questions, please contact the CIT Year 12 Office: 
year12@cit.edu.au | (02) 6207 3412 

mailto:year12@cit.edu.au


2 
 

Part 1: Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.  

The Young Australians of the Year Award has been given to two inspiring young 
men who are working to help the homeless. 

 
http://www.mouthsofmums.com.au/young-australians-of-the-year-truly-inspirational/ 

Inspired by organisations like mobile libraries and Meals on Wheels who often help the less fortunate in our 
communities, two Australian lads have created a mobile laundry to wash the clothes of the homeless.  In September 
2014, best mates Nic Marchesi and Lucas Patchett, both 21, decided to give a mobile laundry specifically for the use 
of homeless people a go. 

“We wanted to improve the hygiene standards of the homeless, so we came up with this crazy idea of building a free 
mobile laundry,” Nic told the ABC.  Small steps were the key to starting this venture.  The Brisbane boys fitted an old 
van nicknamed ‘Sudsy’ with a generator, water tanks and two large washing machines and driers.  Then they started 
driving around town offering to clean the clothes of those people that were sleeping rough.  Parking their laundry 
van near food vans and free barbecues allowed the homeless to have their clothes washed while being fed. 
Armed with enthusiasm to make a practical difference and strong social media skills, Nic and Lucas quickly expanded 
the service to Melbourne, Sydney and the Gold Coast.   

Their charity now known as Orange Sky Laundry, named after one of their favourite songs, operates in 36 locations 
and washes 350 loads each week. The charity itself continues to grow, with over 270 volunteers, and governments 
and local businesses coming on board to assist the charity to be more sustainable for the long-term. 

Nic and Lucas have now been honoured with the 2016 title of Young Australians of the Year to recognise their work 
to boost the respect and improve the health standards of homeless Australians.  Accepting the award, Lucas said the 
laundry service began as a simple idea: “Clean clothes and conversation.  But after 70,000 kilos of washing … we 
realised it is so much more. We can restore respect, raise health standards and be a catalyst for conversation. 

 “We have found a way to treat others how they want to be treated.” Nic said that last week, he met homeless man 
Grant, and washed his clothes for the first time.  “As I passed Grant’s laundry back to him, he told me something I’ll 
never forget. He said, ‘Nic, I haven’t been able to have a conversation with anyone for over three days’.”  The mobile 
laundry was initially a small idea, but it is obviously making a big difference to many homeless people around 
Australia. 
 
 

http://www.mouthsofmums.com.au/young-australians-of-the-year-truly-inspirational/
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1. What were two of the organisations that inspired Nic and Lucas? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are the two benefits of Orange Sky Laundry for homeless people mentioned in this 
article? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. If Nic and Lucas wanted to expand on what they offer the homeless, what might they do? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Canberra has the second highest rate of homelessness in Australia. Up to 2000 people 
could be sleeping rough tonight in this affluent city.    
What do you think are some of the reasons people find themselves homeless? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What could the Canberra community do to address this issue? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: An important ingredient to success is having a dream or a goal.  Think about 
why you want to do your ACT Senior Secondary Certificate.  Using the article, 
pictures and quotes as stimulus material, write about your goals and dreams for the 
future.                               
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 3:  If you would like to study tertiary level subjects, please complete this 
section.                                     

Social media use by young people is a dangerous trend. Mobile phones should be banned in classrooms and 
offices.  

To what extent do you agree with this statement?  

Write a 350-500 word essay.  Use full sentences and paragraphs and include an introduction, body 
and conclusion.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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